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Introduction 
 
 
 

 
OffenderWatch®, by Watch Systems LLC., is a valuable tool for tracking convicted sex offenders in 
your state or jurisdiction.  It provides mapping technology, notification for communities, as well as 
investigative tools for law enforcement agencies.  The user friendly interface makes it easy to find 
the data you need. 

 
OffenderWatch® can help you manage the initial registrations, re-registrations, on-going address 
verifications, and notifications to the community, regarding the registered sex offenders in the 
area. The system is highly adaptable to a wide range of population densities, statutory 
environments, and local procedures for managing sex offenders. 

 
OffenderWatch® provides the database to help you with the task of informing the public, 
concerning the location of registered child predators and sex offenders.  It is often used in 
conjunction with public web sites to provide a public search capability, as well as an email based 
notification system. It is important for this service to be effective that care is used when entering 
address information into OffenderWatch®, so that all mapping features can be maximized. But, 
more later on addresses and mapping functions. 

 
With the OffenderWatch® software in place for your agency, you can offer your residents the ability 
to go to your local website and search for your agencȅΩǎ ǎŜȄ offenders, by not only the offendŜǊΩǎ 
name or location, but search for and see a map of offenders within a specified radius of their home, 
day care, school, etc.  Your constituents can then sign up to receive a personalized email notification 
from the Sheriff or Chief, advising them of when an offender moves within the specified radius. 

 
About Watch Systems, LLC. 

 
Watch Systems, LLC. is a privately held software development firm, based in the New Orleans, LA. 
metropolitan area, which specializes in sex offender registration and community notification services 
at a state and local level.  We have refined a software solution as well as supporting services that are 
used by hundreds of law enforcement and state agencies across the United States. The success of 
our program stems from our ability to link technical service and support with the communitȅΩǎ 
demand for relevant and timely information concerning sex offenders. 
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Starting the Application and Logging In 
 
Start the application by double clicking on the OffenderWatch® icon, which will appear on your 
desktop after downloading the software. The icon is shown here. 

 

 
 

 
 

A login screen will be displayed for you to enter your username and password: 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Your initial username and password will be provided by your agencȅΩǎ ŀdministrator or Watch 
Systems. After authentication, you will be taken to the main OffenderWatch® window as shown 
on the next page. This main OffenderWatch® window will allow you to access all the features 
needed to manage your agencȅΩǎ ǎŜȄ offenders. Be sure to close OffenderWatch® when it is not 
in use and log back in for subsequent usage, as you will receive necessary updates upon logging 
in. 
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OffenderWatch® System Messages 
 
The picture below is similar to what the main OffenderWatch® window will look like, when a 
message has been sent. This is the first thing you will see, if there have been messages sent to 
your agency. To permanently close any message, selecǘ άMark this message as readέ and then 
άCloseΦέ A message will stay active for each user until it is marked as read, and closed. If an 
Admin User selects άMark read for all uǎŜǊǎέΣ no other users in the agency will see the message 
again. 

 

 

 
OffenderWatch® Messages are used for a number of reasons. If there is any information that 
Watch Systems must notify you about regarding the software, you will receive a message like 
the one above, when you log in. Each user in the agency will receive a message. 

 
Another reason you may receive a message via OffenderWatch® is if your agency is linked with 
other agencies. Whenever a linked agency makes an edit to your offender record (e.g. the 
agency adds an intelligence message, or imports one of your offenders) you will receive a 
message notifying your agency of what was done. 

 
This is a great way for partnering agencies to stay in communication about changes to offender 
records. If you do not have a message, the screen will be blank, with a blue background, as seen 
on the next page. 
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Send a System Message (*Linked Agencies Only) ς Admin level users in linked agencies, have 
the ability to senŘ ά{ȅstem MŜǎǎŀƎŜǎέ through OffenderWatch®,  to other linked agencies. The 
ά{Ŝnd MessagŜέ feature, is available through the ά¦tilitƛŜǎέ menu (at the top of your 
OffenderWatch® screen), and via the right-click menu in the search results list of offenders. 
Either location gives you a ά{Ŝnd MŜǎǎŀƎŜέ choice. After clicking a message window opens with 
available destination agencies. Use ά/trlέ on your keyboard to select more than one recipient. 
Type your name in the άFroƳέ field, your agency will be automatically stamped in the message. 
Type any applicable text and clicƪ ά{end Message.έ If the message is in regard to a particular 
offender, there will be a link to that offender record included in the message. Messages are 
received upon logging in, just like all other ά{ȅstem messages.έ This facilitates better sharing of 
important offender information among linked agencies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Notice of Registration End Date ς A system message will display upon login to notify of an offender 
whose registration expires that day. This message includes a link to the offendeǊΩs profile. This feature 
will assist your agency in keeping track of offendŜǊǎΩ whose registration is expiring. 
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OffenderWatch® Dashboard 
 
Upon logging in, on the same screen you view the OffenderWatch® system messages, you will 

see the OffenderWatch® Dashboard. 
 

Your Sheriff or Police Chief needs your sex offender statistics right away! You can access most of 

your sex offender statistics immediately, upon logging in to OffenderWatch®. No need to 

conduct a number of different searches for your statistics. You can access most of your offender 

data from the new OffenderWatch® dashboard. Simply log in and the dashboard opens 

automatically. 
 

You can close out (x) and re-open usinƎ άUtilitiŜǎέ at the top of your OffenderWatch® screen. 

But if left open, it stays open behind any other window. To bring it forward again, go to 

ά²ƛndowέ (at the top of next to ά¦tilitƛŜǎέύ and clicƪ άDashboardΦέ If you have made new 

entries since the last viewing, just clicƪ άwŜfreshέ on the dashboard to see the updated totals. 

While in the dashboard, under your agency name, you will see three choices: Activity, 

Database, and Community. Each topic will pull statistics from different areas of the software. Be 

sure to check out all three topics. To get back to the main dashboard screen that contains your 

basic stats, click the word άDashboardέ located under the OffenderWatch® logo (on the top left 

of the dashboard). You are then brought back to the opening dashboard screen. 
 

There is a check-box at the top of the dashboard that gives you the ability to turn off the 

dashboard. Simply click άDo not display on startupέ and your dashboard will no longer pop up 

upon logging in.  If you wish to re-open, go to άUtilitƛŜǎέΣ then selecǘ άDashboardΦέ You may 

then uncheck the check-box to have the dashboard pop up upon log in, as it did before. 
 

Use the άPrintέ button on the top left of the dashboard to print all your dashboard stats. 

See examples of the dashboard in the screenshots belowΧ 
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